Name ________________________

US History and Civics

Explanation of Homework: Reading and Activities 
Reading Homework: 

Reading is a skill that you CAN develop with practice.

· Most of your homework assignments will involve reading the textbook. 

· You may use the book or the online version found at www.pearsonsuccessnet.com 

· The online textbook also contains summaries of the chapters, practice quizzes and study guides. There is also an audio version for those of you that would like to listen to the reading.

As you read the text, you should be able to 

· Understand and apply the key ideas, concepts, people and vocabulary.

· Also, you should start to get comfortable with making additional connections to the material in class, and to your life. 

When you read a section

· Read the title of the section. This is a quick way to know right away what you will be reading.

· Read the focus question: Have this in your mind as you read and mentally answer it as you go.

· Read the objectives: They tell you exactly what you will learn. 

· After you read a section, before you move on, take less than 1 minute to ask yourself what was that about? Can you can answer the focus question? 

TAKE NOTES:

Since you are now a Junior you have some options on how you take notes. 

Here are your options for taking notes as you read.

	Option 1: Take notes in an outline format.

	I. Outline format Notes

    A. Make sure to put chapter and page number of section. 

    B. Please be sure to include all section titles in blue, read and  

         black and fill in main ideas. 

    C. Events and details that relate to that section. Underline all 

         vocabulary words in your notes. 

           i. These notes should be complete, but do not copy complete 

               sentences out of the book.  You should be able to refer to 

               your notes in order to answer the focus questions. 



	Option 2: Take Two-Column Notes

	Two column notes separate the main ideas of a reading from supporting details or explanations. The act of separating the main ideas from the details strengthens the understanding and memory of the content are. This method requires active reading, and processing for the notes to be taken

	Main Idea
	Supporting Detail

	Two – Column Note-taking
	· Separating main idea and details

· Strengths understanding and memory  

· Requires active reading 

· Processing of information must occur


For each section that you read in your textbook, you are required to complete the question sections. There are three possible choices. 
Read the ENTIRE section and TAKE NOTES before completing the question component of the assignment.

Complete ONE of the following activities
Comprehension and Critical Thinking: At the end of each full section in the textbook, there are a number of questions in the Section Assessment. Answer those questions starting with #3. If you choose this activity, you must…
· write out the question
· answer the question in YOUR OWN WORDS

· use detailed evidence to support your answer
· respond in at least 4-5 complete sentences. 

Checkpoint Questions: After each sub-section of the text, there are questions that ask you to summarize the main points of the sub-section. For this activity, you must… 
· write out the question
· answer the question in YOUR OWN WORDS

· incorporate information from the entire sub-section, not just the paragraph related to the question
· respond using 4-5 complete sentences. 
Objectives: Arguably the best way to understand the information in the reading is to explain what you have read about in your own words. That is what the objectives activity requires you to do. If you choose this activity, you must…
· write out each section objective 
· develop a brief overview/explanation of 1-2 sentences
· provide 3-4 specific examples, reasons, causes and/or effects that support the objective and overview
Class Notes

How to take class notes:

Class notes should be in a different section of your notes.

IN addition to reading notes we will take class notes. At times some of the notes may be similar to your reading notes. That is great, because if you already have it in your reading notes, it shortens your class note taking. For example, if you have already defined a vocabulary word, you will not need to write the definition down again, but instead just underline the word or write one key idea about it that I may provide in class. (this will be a BIG hint that perhaps this word/ information is essential and could show up on a quiz or test) Learn abbreviations that work for you. Do not write in full sentences.
For class notes, I will also sometime provide you with handouts or outlines that can be added to your notebook which you can expand upon or include your own elaborations.   

**** I will RANDOMLY collect your notes throughout the year, for which you will receive a participation grade, in order to inspire you to create an organized and complete notebook****
Notes are an Essential organizational skill that will help you process and review what you have learned. But, as with any tool, they are only useful if you use them properly. USE your notes as a study tool! 
