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INTRO TO PSYCHOLOGY
RESEARCH METHODS: STANFORD PRISON STUDY
After watching the video on the Stanford prison experiment (SPE)—a study conducted by Philip Zimbardo in 1971—please thoughtfully respond to the following questions. 

1.) Why did Zimbardo do this simulation?  What was he trying to find out?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.) How did Zimbardo get volunteers to apply for the experiments?  How did he choose the participants for the simulation?  Explain the process.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.) How were the volunteers processed into the prison?  Why did he do this?  Was it ethical?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.) Describe how the roles of the prisoners and guards started to develop.  What happened? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.) What happened on visiting day?  Why didn’t the prisoners rat out the guards and warden?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.) Why did the experiment have to get shut down?  If you were the experimenter in charge, what would you have done?  Would you have terminated it earlier?  Would you have conducted a follow-up study? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.) Was it ethical to do this study?  Was it right to trade the suffering experienced by participants for the knowledge gained by the research?  (The experimenters did not take this issue lightly.  What does Zimbardo himself say about it?)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.) What prevented “good guards” from objecting to the orders from tough or bad guards? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.) After the study, how do you think the prisoners and guards felt when they saw each other in the same civilian clothes again and saw their prison reconverted to a basement laboratory hallway?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
