Name _______________________________________

World History 2 :Early Modern Era
Document-based Question and Essay Response 
How to establish fair but effective forms of government is an issue that is still dealt with by societies today. After the often dramatic and chaotic changes of the Renaissance and the Reformation, monarchs in Europe began to concentrate their powers and assert their individual wills and ideas over their subjects. Monarchs with absolute power flourished in Spain, France, Russia, and parts of the Holy Roman Empire while in England attempts were made to limit royal authority. 
Were European monarchs during the Early Modern era justified in their decisions to hold and wield complete, arbitrary power over everyone else in their kingdoms?

To answer the above question, you must read the following excerpts from important primary sources and answer the corresponding questions. You are required to use specific information from at least 3 of the six sources. Once you have done this, you will take a position on the issue and write a short essay using these sources as well as examples from what you have learned in class. You will also want to use examples from your text book or other class resources to help you support your position and arguments. If you only use these documents, you will not have adequately supported your ideas!
Personal Writing Goal: 
For this writing assignment, I will work to achieve a raw score of _____ out of 20 on the Communicate Effectively rubric.
Objective: 

I will work to earn a score of a ______ for the category of _____________________________________. 

I will also strive to achieve a score of a _____for the category of ________________________________.
Document 1: King James I of England (1609)
The state of monarchy is the most supreme thing upon earth because kings are not only God’s officers on earth and sit upon God’s throne, but are even called “gods” by God Himself. … Kings are rightfully called Gods since they exercise a divine power upon Earth. … God has the power to create or destroy, make or unmake at His pleasure, to give life or send death, to judge everyone and to be judged by no one… and His kings have the same powers.
What concept/idea does James I use to justify the power and authority of kings?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why does James I feel that monarchy is an ideal government?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why should kings have absolute power?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 2: The Dutch Declaration of Independence (1581)
A prince is put in power by God to be ruler of a people, to defend them from violence.  God did not create the people to be slaves to their prince, but instead He created the prince to benefit his subjects.  He created the prince to govern the people according to fairness, to love and support them as a father supports his children.  When he does not behave like this, but instead puts them down with violence, and looks for chances to take away their ancient customs and rights … then he is no longer a prince, but a tyrant. And when he does this on purpose … the states may not only stop following his authority, but they can legally choose another prince.
According to the Dutch authors, why are kings given power by God?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When does a king become a tyrant?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
To what extent are the powers and actions of a ruler limited?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 3: Louis XIV (1660)

The king alone has the right to consider and then decide; the role of the other members of government is only to carry out the commands given to them by the king….The more power or rights you grant to the assemblies of people, the more they want … Instead, the needs and interest of the state must come first.
According to Louis XIV, what is the role of a king?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What happens if a monarch gives too much freedom to his subjects?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the most important concern for the government?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 4: Baron de Montesquieu (1748)
Although the forms of government—monarchy, nobility, and democracy—were united in English government, the powers were separated from one another into different branches. There can be no freedom when the executive, legislative, and judicial powers are united in one person.  Such concentration is bound to result in tyranny and oppression.
What style of government unites the executive, legislative, and judicial powers into one person?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What problem results when monarchies rule people?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why did Montesquieu prefer the English style of government?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 5: Machiavelli – The Prince (1532)

For all men in general this can be said: they are ungrateful, fickle, and deceitful.  They are quick to avoid danger and fast to look for gain.  They will follow you while you are useful as a leader, but when danger approaches they will turn on you.  Men hesitate less to offend a man who is loved than one who is feared.  Love is bond that is broken, since men are wicked, whenever it benefits a man.  Fear, on the other hand, is connected to a dread of punishment, which never relaxes.
How does Machiavelli view the average man’s character?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When will people follow a leader?  When will they decide to not follow a leader?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why should leaders, such as kings or princes, command fear in their people?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 6: Voltaire (1770)

I might hate what you write and say, but I would give my life to make it possible for you to continue to write and speak. … The best type of government seems to be that in which all men are equally protected by the laws.

What specific freedoms did Voltaire think were essential?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did absolute monarchs treat the freedoms to speak and write one’s mind?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does absolute monarchy allow for all men to be equally protected by the laws?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

