Europe During the Renaissance (1500)
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Map Study – Why did the Renaissance start in Italy?
Objectives:

1. Locate Italian city-states, European trade routes, and European nations.

2. Explain how the history and geography of Italy made it the center of the Renaissance.

3. Explain how Italy’s unique political organization made it ideal for being the center of the Renaissance. 

Use the maps on pages 232 and 432 in your textbook.  

Locate and Label: Venice, Florence, Rome; France; England; Holy Roman Empire; Spain; Mediterranean Sea

Draw: An old Roman trade route (232) that connected Italy to ________ during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance:




a. France

b. Spain

c. Holy Roman Empire

d. Ottoman Empire

Shade: Italy

Questions:

1. What ancient empire was centered in Italy? 
2. What other ancient empire was based just to the east of Italy where the Ottoman Empire is located?
3. Italy is surrounded on three sides by water, this is known as a peninsula.  What special advantages are offered by being a peninsula?
4. Italy is at the (choose one) east end / center / west end of Europe.  What special advantages are offered by this location?
5. Renaissance-era Italy was broken into many city-states that competed for trade.  How would this competition, and the wealth that came from trading, help to create the Renaissance.  
Summarize: What are four reasons that explain why the Renaissance began in Italy?

