Name ______________________________   Class ___________________________
Date __________


	World War 2 and Cold War Mini-Project

	Topic Title


	Podcast Summation/ script:  Title of Podcast, by author or group who produces the podcast

1. What/ Who and When
2. Significance
* this is not a review of the podcast you heard and should not include any your personal views of the podcast or the topic. The summation should explain to the reader the main points, vocabulary specific to the topic and the scope of the podcast.  


Navajo Code Talkers

During World War 2 the Pacific Theater contained some of the most brutal and costly battle for American Troops. As the US Marines fought from island and island they often relied on a specially recruited and trained group of Native Americans whose primary job was to transmit key tactical messages over military radios and communication units.  These men are commonly known as the Navajo Code Talkers but other native American tribe members, such as the Lakota, Meskwaki, and Comanche, were also recruited. 

Using the Navajo language was initially proposed by Philip Johnston, a civil engineer and veteran of WWI, who had been raised on a Navajo reservation as part a missionary group.  Johnston was aware of the use of obscure languages as a means of coded communication and believed that the Navajo language was a perfect for an undecipherable code. The Navajo language is an isolated language, meaning that it has not been demonstrated to descend from a common ancestor language, and as a result is only spoken in a small local area. It has a complex grammar, syntax and tonal qualities, that make it unintelligible to anyone without extensive exposure and training.  At the outbreak of WW2 the Navajo language was so isolated that it was estimated that fewer than 30 non-Navajo members could speak the language and as an unwritten language there were no dictionaries or means to study to extensively. 

These qualities encouraged Johnson and the US military to develop a formal code that used agreed-upon English words to represent letters and some common military vocabulary were given specific Navajo terms. For example, the Navajo word for shark came to be used to refer to a destroyer. The code books that were created by the military were only used during training and were not allowed to be taken into combat. As a result, the code talkers needed to be able to memorize the variations and terminology that was specific to the code and be able to translate messages quickly under combat situations. The Navajo Code talkers were so successful that they were often commended for their skills, speed and accuracy. During the Battle of Iwo Jima, for example, Major Howard Connor, of the 5th Marine Division, had six Navajo code talkers working constantly throughout the first two days of the battle. These men received and sent over 800 messages, without any errors.  As a result, Connor later stated, “Were it not for the Navajos, the marines not have taken Iwo Jima.” 
The Japanese Army was never able to break the Navajo Code and the work of the Code Talkers was never officially recognized until after the information was declassified in 1968. President Reagan declared August 14th “Navajo Code talkers Day” in 1982 and President Clinton gave 29 Code talkers the Congressional Gold Medal in 2000. 
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WWII Podcast Directions: 

 Using your directions packet follow these steps

Step 1: Listen to an assigned podcast and taken down some information.  Finish for HW
Step 2: Researched additional sources on the topic in Media Center class 2. Go quickly. 
Step 3:  Script your podcast using the template provided on the webpage (Unit 5 WWII, scroll down) or in handout form. 

-On the script be sure to have a title and 2 sources.

-Use complete and accurate information. 

- Make it interesting

Step 4: Record your own podcast

Must be a minimum of 2 minutes but most of you will go beyond that.

You will use Audacity to record and then share it on Office 365- Mrs. Kos can show you how and you will have a handout.  

Introduce yourself and the topic.  Do not say your last name on the recording. 

Record your script that you prepared. This should serve as a framework for what you say. Though you may go off of it a little if reasonable.  

 Practice being conversational in tone, do not sound as if you are reading off the script.

Submit the recording and the script. 

Title your podcast only with your first name, last initial and the topic title

Step 5: Listen to 3 podcasts once they are on my webpage. 

HW: you will be assigned one podcast and then choose two more to listen to.

-On your sheet you will record the information for each podcast. 
-You will also rate the podcast for future listeners. 
