Russian Revolution – Background
Terms to know:

 Duma

Alexander II

Nicholas II

Bloody Sunday

Soviets

Russian Revolution in WWI

Lenin

In general, what were the struggles of Russia throughout out the 1800’s?

HOW did it come to a head in the 1900’s?

Background story:
1. Russia was ruled by an ​​​​   ________________ up until 19​​​05

The tsar of Russia had supreme control


Large landowners had much power



Owned most (                  ) land in Russia



Many (                   ) Russians lived as serfs on large farms



Landowners could buy & sell serfs, could banish them to Siberia, beat them, etc.

2. Reform movement was built from 1825 to 1904


1825 Decembrist Revolt



Veterans from the Napoleonic Wars returned and demanded freedoms



Uprising was crushed by _____________________

Freeing the serfs in 1855



  _____________________freed the serfs



Half of the land in Russia was given to freed serfs in the form of ________,


who collectively owned farm land

-Owned land together, paid taxes together, worked the land together



-Communities were given the right to elect local communities 

____________became of growing importance in the late 1800s



-University students taught peasants

-Universities introduced new ideas of the day rise up and take control of land,   government, etc.



​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________: Darwinism, germ theory, etc.

                        -Demands for a constitution



-Community governments requested change



-University students were becoming revolutionary



-Peasants revolted hundreds of times in the 1800s

3. Reform movement came to boiling point from 1905 to 1917

groups emerged that wanted to overthrow the tsar

Social Revolutionaries- Urban industrial workers should rise up and lead a move to a socialist state
Even the Social Democrats were split
___________________– preferred bold action and rapid overthrow
Mensheviks – preferred slow/incremental changes

___________________ made serious mistakes as a leader



-Lost a war to Japan, even as most countries saw Japan as a second rate power



Revolution of 1905




-Workers rose up & asked for freedoms, better working conditions, etc.

-Bloody Sunday - Tsar’s men shot the demonstrators





Massive strikes ensued




Tsar had to agree to create an elected parliament, the  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________




Tsar gave little to no actual power to the them, though

World War I




Many Russians had no idea why Russia was fighting




Russia was poorly equipped, massive losses took place




Food & fuel shortages were normal





Bread riots officially forced Nicholas II to abdicate
Russian Revolution – Effects

Provisional government 


Duma elected new leaders once tsar stepped down



These leaders were not followed since many had no trust in Duma


_______________emerged



Local councils made up of soldiers and workers

Continued the war against Germany



By now almost no one supported the war effort



Germany launched a secret weapon: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​--__________________
Bolsheviks led a second revolution


Lenin organized a tight group of supporters


Used the _________________to defend Russia from a general who tried a coup



Won support of many Russians


New elections were held and changes were made



All farmland was divided among peasants



Factories were put in control of workers’ councils



Peace treaty (Brest-Litovsk) was started between Germany and Russia

***********************************8top here 

Lenin rules Russia (1917-1924)

The elections put Lenin’s main opposition (Social Revolutionaries) in power



Lenin disbanded the new government and made a dictatorship of Bolsheviks




Very unpopular move led to a civil war


Civil war



“Reds” (Bolsheviks) versus the “Whites” (basically everyone else)




European countries and America supported the Whites



The Reds won and were ruthless



Cheka (secret police) arrested any opposition, many people “disappeared”


Made reforms



Took control of many institutions




Banks, railroads, mines, factories




Collected grain from peasants to be redistributed



Created forced-labor camps & forced people to work in factories/mines



Created the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR)




Russia held the highest place




Communist Party dominated all decisions



Ended up allowing some capitalism




Small private businesses, selling extra grain for profit

Stalin became a dictator (1924-1953)

Command economy – the government made plans for the whole economy


Collectives – large government supported, peasant owned farms



Everything – tools, animals, land, produce – was to be shared


Use of terror



Great Purge eliminated opposition in Communist Party & from outside (kulaks)



Many were sent to the Gulag (forced labor camps)




Low estimates are around 2 million arrests and 1 million deaths

Controlling the mind


Propaganda, censorship, forced atheism, russification
Russian Revolution – Background

1. Russia was ruled by an autocracy up until 1905

The tsar of Russia had supreme control


Large landowners had much power



Owned most (80%) land in Russia



Many (90%) Russians lived as serfs on large farms



Landowners could buy & sell serfs, could banish them to Siberia, beat them, etc.

2. Reform movement was built from 1825 to 1904


1825 Decembrist Revolt



Veterans from the Napoleonic Wars returned and demanded freedoms



Uprising was crushed by Nicholas I

Freeing the serfs in 1855



Tsar Alexander II freed the serfs

Half of the land in Russia was given to freed serfs in the form of mirs




Mirs were collectively owned farm land





Owned land together, paid taxes together, worked the land together



Communities were given the right to elect local communities 



Education became of growing importance in the late 1800s



University students taught peasants

Universities introduced new ideas of the day rise up and take control of land, government, etc.

Social Democrats: Darwinism, germ theory, etc.



Demands for a constitution



Community governments requested change



University students were becoming revolutionary



Peasants revolted hundreds of times in the 1800s

Reform movement came to boiling point from 1905 to 1917


Two groups emerged that wanted to overthrow the tsar



Social Revolutionaries



Peasants should 




Urban industrial workers should rise up and lead a move to a socialist state




Even the Social Democrats were split





Bolsheviks – preferred bold action and rapid overthrow





Mensheviks – preferred slow/incremental changes


Tsar Nicholas II made serious mistakes as a leader



Lost a war to Japan, even as most countries saw Japan as a second rate power



Revolution of 1905




Workers rose up & asked for freedoms, better working conditions, etc.




Bloody Sunday - Tsar’s men shot the demonstrators





Massive strikes ensued




Tsar had to agree to create an elected parliament, the Duma





Tsar gave little to no actual power to the Duma, though


World War I




Many Russians had no idea why Russia was fighting




Russia was poorly equipped, massive losses took place




Food & fuel shortages were normal





Bread riots officially forced Nicholas II to abdicate
Russian Revolution – Effects

Provisional government 


Duma elected new leaders once tsar stepped down



These leaders were not followed since many had no trust in Duma


Soviets emerged



Local councils made up of soldiers and workers


Continued the war against Germany



By now almost no one supported the war effort



Germany launched a secret weapon: Vladimir Lenin

Bolsheviks led a second revolution


Lenin organized a tight group of supporters


Used the Red Guard to defend Russia from a general who tried a coup



Won support of many Russians


New elections were held and changes were made



All farmland was divided among peasants



Factories were put in control of workers’ councils



Peace treaty (Brest-Litovsk) was started between Germany and Russia

Lenin rules Russia (1917-1924)


The elections put Lenin’s main opposition (Social Revolutionaries) in power



Lenin disbanded the new government and made a dictatorship of Bolsheviks




Very unpopular move led to a civil war


Civil war



“Reds” (Bolsheviks) versus the “Whites” (basically everyone else)




European countries and America supported the Whites



The Reds won and were ruthless




Cheka (secret police) arrested any opposition, many people “disappeared”


Made reforms



Took control of many institutions




Banks, railroads, mines, factories




Collected grain from peasants to be redistributed



Created forced-labor camps & forced people to work in factories/mines



Created the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR)




Russia held the highest place




Communist Party dominated all decisions



Ended up allowing some capitalism




Small private businesses, selling extra grain for profit

Stalin became a dictator (1924-1953)


Command economy – the government made plans for the whole economy


Collectives – large government supported, peasant owned farms



Everything – tools, animals, land, produce – was to be shared


Use of terror



Great Purge eliminated opposition in Communist Party & from outside (kulaks)




Many were sent to the Gulag (forced labor camps)




Low estimates are around 2 million arrests and 1 million deaths


Controlling the mind



Propaganda, censorship, forced atheism, russification
